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ADVERTISEMENT, 
AA > Es Y 
I the meeting of Delegates held in Epznezers- 
CHAPEL, LEeps, we found it impoſſible to draw 


up and publiſh-a regular Conſtitution to be propoſed for 
the acceptance of the Members of the New Itinerancy. 


The general ont-lines of our plan were laid before the. 
Conference, but they refuſed to admit of the alterations + 


which we deemed neceſſary, for the future profperity of 


the Connexion. We did not publiſh thoſe out-lines in 41 | 
our Minutes as Law to the New Itinerancy, but only | 
to ſhow our Friends. the ſteps we had for the 


general good, | . 


Before the Delegates left Leeds; they-requeſted us to 
draw up and publiſh the Qut-lines of a Conſtitution, to 
be circulated in the different Societies, that they might 
examine our ſentiments, and make ſuch: alterations as 


the wiſdom of "Individuals, Leaders, Quarterly, and 
Diſtrict Meetings ſhall direct. We by no means think 


our ſyſtem abſolutely perfect. We hope marry improve- 
ments will be made in it, at our next Conference. IF 
all our laws and rules are frequently reviſed, and ſuch 
alterations take place from time to time, as circumſtances 


may require, we have no doubt but God will bleſs us 
abundantly, and our Friends will “ ſtand faſt in the 


Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made them free.” 
Several Perſons withed an Abridgement of the large 


Minutes might be publiſhed ; but ” find ſo many 
pr 


things foreign to the ſubjects which principally concern 


us, that we ſhall leave our Friends to examine them as 


they were publiſhed by Mr. Weſley, 


We think the form of Church- government for any 
Sect or Party, ought to be as ſimple as poſſible ; without 
being loaded with a number of uſeleſs rules. The 
Scriptures are almoſt ſilent upon this ſubject. The 


: 


nearer we approach to that ſimplicity Which prevailed 
in the primitive Church, the greater will be our joy in 
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we hall ble the erde ac 


We ſhall arange the particulars in a different order, 
which were propoſed to the Conference. We conſider 
them as the foundation of our diſcipline. SA * 


propoſe. different rules, for the p 

a Conant in the 1 2 . 6 "lobes 
us. We hope our ds will 

in, mio, that we are not poi 


New web ber Ou-og oy 125 
when. matured, by I be e 
bo unite with us in 
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t> and ot the 


ſentiments with the greateſt chearfulneſs. 


May the. God of our mercies ſmile an 
waking, and direct our feet into the way of peace | May 
he lead us ito-eftabliſh ſuch a Plan as will his 
Glox e the hrppingſs of mankind, and conſtrain the world 
to ac * ledge, that we have hot believed in vain |— 


he A us to ornament our profeſſion,. that we may 


re fo for exer 
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our pilgrimage through this life, and be 
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Out-Lines of a Conſtitution, 
e e on. 


"HE fo:towing_-particulars:are confidered as a foundation, 
. 'neceſfary to be attended to by all, who defire to 
promote the welfare of the Methogift New Ititerane. 
The. members of our community, are all equal in Chriſt 
Jeſus. + We are brethren in the kingdom patience. of 
the Redeemer. None have u right to rife above the pooreſt 
follower of Cbriſt in the ſociety where chey live, by their 
on iufluenee, or to lord it over God's heritage in any 
reſpect. If any are raiſed to necęſſary offices ar the church, 
it ſhould be by the appointment and approbation of the 
people, to ſerve chem in the goſpel: And to be accountable 
to them for every thing which concerns their office. Under 
the influence of cheſe views, we propoſe the followin 
ketch of a plan for the conſideration of all, who are — 
wich us in chriſtian fellow ſſii rf ff.. 


£ 


wh x Sn T5907 8 2 2.73). bes bien 
I. Let private members be received to, or excluded from 
the ſociety, by che concuttence of a majority of the mem- 
bers, either in their own perſon, or by their leaders, 1who - 
hall act as their repreſentatives.» 01 47 00 22.1 £ 
II. Let every claſs have power to chooſe its on leader: 
If it be a new laſs,” or a leader be wanting: to-an⁰ν other, 
jet thg major part be allowed to nominate. aud appoint the 
perion wao ſhall warch over them in the Lords Aud let 
them alſo have power do change .unfuiable perſonsg 
provided they do not inſringe upon the irighas: afoqher 


4 3 21h, If 


2 


161 

HI. If the leadere, or any other perſon nominate ſlewards 
for a ſociety, let a majority of its members approve of the 
nomination, before they be appointed to their office, And 
let them be changed every two years, unleſs in very par- 
ticular caſes, agreed upon by the leaders“ meeting, and 
ſanctioned by a majority of the people. 

IV. Let no circuit ſtewards be appointed to, or removed 
from their 6ffice, without the concurrence of a major part 
of the quarterly meeting. And let them alſo be changed 
every & year unleſs in exempt caſes, agreed upon by 
the brethren who attend thoſe meetings. 

V. IF any perſon who has — in prayer meetings, 
ſuppoſe he is called to preach, let his caſe be conſidered in 
the leaders' meeting, and if they can recommend him as 
a ſuitable perſon, let him be allowed to preach for a ſeaſon 
on trial ; and Jet him be propoſed to the ſociety where 


be Res, as well as to the leaders“, quarterly And local 


-» 


| 


- 


achers* meetings, that a majority of them may ſanctian 
is being admitted among the local preachers, before he 


42 81 


9 
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have à plan. *, _—_ N 
VI. Ch perſon go out to travel znder. any protence 


whatever, until he is both mentioned and approved of by 
a majority of leaders', quarterly and local preachers“ 
meetings, (if there be any of the latter in the circuit) as 
well as a majority of the ſociety where he lives. 
VII. Let no: perſon be admitted into full æonnexion 
until he has travelled four years, and has a recommenda- 


tion in writing from the major part of the leaders* and 


quarterly meetings, of the two laſt circuits where he has 


VIII. Let all the colleQione be -made:byithe Jeaders und 
ſtewards, and let them be applied to the different charities 


chat concern the town, circuit, and connexion, according 
do the direction of leaders, and quarterly conference 


IX. Let one or mote delogutes, choſen from the quars 
terly meeting, compoſed of truſtees, ſtewards, leaders and 
local preachers, attead (if diſtrict meetings are neceſſary 
in our preſent: tate); with an equal number of travelling 
paedchers at the diftritt meetings, poticfied of equal powers 
will the Preachers, to tranſact all, the hufineſt of the 


reſpective circuit which they repreſent. bx 4 


N oil E 


— 4 es 4 ov. 
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X. If chere be no diſtrict meetings at preſent in the Neu 
Itinerancy, the laſt rule will direct the choice of delegates 
ſor the conference. But if there be diſtrict meetings, let 
the delegates aſſembled in them, elect one or more of their 

body to attend an * number of travelling preachers at 
the conference, poſſeſſed of equal powers with them, in 
every reſpet. They ſhall carry in all the public collec- 
tions, and aſſiſt in diſburſing them. No new laws or rules 
ſhall be made without their concurrence ; and all the laws 
and rules reſpecting diſcipline, &c. that already exiſt, 
ſhall only be binding by being reviſed with their fpecial 
ſandtion: The powers of the dele gates ſhall ceaſe when the 
conference is ended. N. B. 'Truſtees in legal caſes of 
neceſſity only, as it reſpects their powers of truſt for the 
people, ſhall have a delegate in diſtrict meetings, and in 


the conference, doring the time that their particular buſineſs 


is tranſacted, and no longer. TE 

XI. Let every private member of ſociety,” cenſured or 
_— who thinks himſelf aggrieved, and cannot have 
redr 


eſs in the place where he reſides, have a power of 


- . appealing from a leaders“ meeting, and have a fair exami- 

nation of his caſe before his brethren in a quarterly meeting, 
and their dec iſion ſhall be final, unleſs in very particular 
caſes. | And every truſtee, ſteward, leader, and local 
preacher, ſhall has an appeal from a quarterly to a diſtrict 
meeting; where every thing ſhall be fully examined and 


finally fertled ; unleſs the caſe be ſo particularly important, 


that ap appeal to the conference be deemed neceſſary, by a 
3 of that diſtrit meetin | | 


; J. Theſe, and all the — * made, ſhall he ſab⸗ 


ject to à reviſal from the date hereof for three conferences 
ſucceflively ; but afterwards the plan ſhall only be reviſed 
at certain periods, agreed on by the people and preachers : 
And before every reviſal, enquiry ſhall be made in leaders, 


quarterly, local preachers, and diſtrict meetings, of the 
expediency of an alteration in any part of our form of 
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Theſe general Oat. lines admit of a number of orodentia] 


rules reſpecting the economy of Methodiſm. Let us 
attend to the ſubjeR, as far as we poſlibly can, in all its 
departments. II oy eee IF: N! Zub 
2525 Section I. 
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Section I. Neſpeding Privart Members of the Sociaty. 


Mr. Weſley ſays, There is one only condition pre- 
viouſly required of thoſe who deſire admiſſion into our 
\ ſocieties, A deſire to Rec from the wrath to come, to be 
faved from their-fins.*” Wherever this is fixed in the heart, 
it will be ſhewnby its fruits. It is therefore (expected of 
all who continue therein, that they ſhould continue to 
evidence their deſire of ſalvation by a ſuitable: conduct 
| before the people. 


| 912 ' 7 r 3 
Let members be received into ſociety in the following 
manner -—1. No leader ſhall. bring any perſon to a travel- 
ling preacher for a note of admiſſion, until he has met 
ſour times. No perſon received on trial only, ſhall have 
| his name in the claſs paper. 2. Every perſon ſhall be 
-  confidered on trial till be has met in claſs two months. 
3. Every leader ſhall bring a liſt of thoſe who have met 
two months to the leaders meeting. This liſt ſhall'be! read 
in all che elaſſes the enſuing week, and if a majority of the 
friends approve af the perſons propoſed, the preacher ſhall 
receive them into full connexion in the ſoaiety meeting'the - 
Sunday evening follow ing, by exhortation and prayer. 
They muſt have timely notice of their admiſſion in the 
Qive claſſes. 4. The leaders, with the preachers; 
judge of exempt-caſes, reipecting the mode of ad- 
miſſion, whether ariſiag from madeſty, natural relations, 
Kc. chat the minds of all may be fully ſatis fie. 
Let members be excluded from the fociety in the follow - 
ing manner: — 1. Thoſe who do not rene their tickets 
quarterly, or omit their claſs without aſlig ning ſufficient 
reaſons, exclude; themſelves. But even” in this, às well as 
any other caſe, no member ſhall be privately. put our of 
| ſaciety. 2. [Every fourth leaders“ meeting ' enquiry thall 
be made, whether there be any in the different claſſes, whe 
do not meet regularly, or walk diſorderly, and will not 
be reproved, — ſuffictent means ba ve been uſed 
to reclaim them. The preacher ſhall, if a majoritynoſithe 
meeting judge them unworthy. of a place in the ſociety, 
exclude them, by crofling their names _ the — 
. No perſon ſhall} be expelled until mes 
— * But if any n- think Himſelf 
aggrieved, he ſhall bave a fair trial by a juay-cboſcn from = 
among the ſociety, he choofing five, and the leaders“ 
113 meeting 
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[91 
meeting an equal number; and the travelling preacher 
attending, ' have the caſting voice, 


\SeR. II. On the Appointment of Leaders, 


It is held as.a leading principle among Diſſenters of every 
perſuaſion, that the people have an undouhted right to 
chooſe their-own miniſters. Upon the Itinerant Plan, this 
cannot be eſtabliſhed in every reſpect, But in regard to 
leaders, Who watch over their fouls, their rigtis may be 
kept ſacred on this head. | 5 

The qualifications neceſſary for a perſon in this office, 
we apprehend, are, 1. Piety towards God. He ſhould 
. not only.feel a change in his own heart, and experience a 
comfortable perſuaſion of his acceptance, but embrace the 


doctrine af chriſtian holineſs and conformity to the Lord 


Jeſus, r to: increaſe with the increaſe of God conti: 
nually. 2. He ſhould have good views of the eiteutial 
docttines of the goſpel, and be able to iuſtruct zhe ſauls 


under his care. 3. He ſhould take this: afuce upon himſelf 


from: motives of love and affection to God, and the foals of 
bis people, 4. There ſhould be a determination in his 
heart, to fulfil the duties of his office, by dealing faithfujly 
with: his flock, viſiting and helping them to the ntmaſt of 
bis power. Each perſan ſt. ould, if poſſible, be ſeen: once a 
weck, to enquire how their ſouls proſper; to adtiſe, 
reprove, comfort, or. exhart, as oceafion may require. Lo 
meet the leaders, ſtewards, and preacher onee a week, to 
inform them of the ſtate of —— any 
that walk diſorderly, and will not be reproved. To ad viſe 
wirh them upon any ſubject. To pay to the ſtewards what 
they have received of their ſeveral claſſes in the week 

ceding ; and to ſhaw their account: of what. each perſon 
— To conũder the ſtate of the ſick, and 
how they are to be viſited and relieved. Every leader 
thauld have an aſſiſtant, that the people may be praperly 
attended to, 

The method of choofing them. In new places Where 


ſocieties are formed, let the members chooſe their own 


leaders, and let their choice be religiouſly. attended to, by 
the local and. travelling preachers, unleſs there are ſufficient 
reaſans againſt the pepſon's character. Aud if chat ſhould 
be the: caſe, they ſhall chooſe again, till the matter 1 ol 

| fd | ettled, 
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ſettled, to their mutual advantage. 2. When a new leader 
is wanted in any claſs, the people ſhall be requeſted to look 
out a perſon ſuitably qualified. If the leaders' meeting 
recommend petſons whom they think ſuitable, the claſſes 
ſhall approve and appoint before they are fixed. 3. If any 
claſs have ſufficient cauſe to change their leader, they ſhall 
ſtate their reaſons, and have them property attended to.— 
Other perſons ſhall be appointed by them, till che majority 
of the claſs is ſatisfied. If any in the minority cannot 
fabmit; they ſhall be admitted to meet in what claſſes they 
pleaſe, provided their objections are deemed valid by the 
repreſentatives of the ſociety, in the leaders' meeting. 


| Seck. III. On Num and Circuit Stewards. 


They ſhould be pious upright. men. Men that fear God 
and work righteouſheſs. 1. Town ſtewards ſhould not be 
leaders, if ſuitable private members can be found. 2. They 
ſhould be qualified for their office. Have ſuitable know- 
ledge of the affairs and economy of: the connexion. 3. 
They ſhould conſider themfetves the fervants of the people 
_—_ preachers, determining to act uprightly between 
The particular bofineſs of town ftewards. is, to receive the 
collections, and to diſburſe them according to. the direction 
of the leaders meetings: And not- to. advance any money 
on auy account to any. perſon, without the appointment of 
the leaders“ meeting: Unleſs in very exempt caſes. And 
even in them the buſineſs: ſhall be examined and ſettled 
afterwards, in the leaders“ meeting. They ate to keep 
regular accounts of what is received and diſhurſed. To 
read their accounts once in three - months to the leaders 
and, if required, either to give, or let them take copies of 
n to read in the- different claſſes. To provide for the 
facrament, love-feaſts, and every. thing neceſſary for the 
comfortable worſhip of God in the chapel. Alſo to take 
care that the preachers and their families have aunty thing 
provided, according to the appointment of the leaders“ 


meeting. That ſuitable proviſion be made for the poor, 


and their wants as regularly ſupplied as poſſible. 149, 

The circuit ſtewards ſhall receive and diſburſe the collee- 
tions/according to the appointment of quarterly meetings. 
Keep) faio accounts. of every thing that is tranſacted, and 
TONS." | give. 


r 


give them to the ſte wards of the principal focieties, Every 
thing that concerns the circuit at large belongs to their 
office, but they have no power to aft officially as indivi- 
duals, independent of the quarterly meetings, unleſs in 

articular cafes, to be anſwerable afterwards to their 
e for their condud in thoſe caſes. Whoever nomi- 
nates diflerent perſons for the office of town ſtewards, the 
majority of the leaders* meeting ſhould approve ; and the 
majority of the ſociety thould both approve and appoint. 
Circuit ſtewards muſt be appointed by the repreſentatives 
of the people in the quarterly meetings. In large towns 
and in circuits, let not all the Rewards be changed at once, 
unleſs other perſons can be appointed, deemed ſufficiently 


- 


acquainted with the buſineſs, 


Set. IV. On Local Preachers. 


If a perſon, who has exerciſed in exhortation and prayer 
for a ſeaſon, think he is called to preach, before he is 
appointed, he ſhould be ſufficiently qualified, He ſhould 


be a perſon experimentally acquainted with the things of 


God, and ornament his profeſſion, by a ſuitable life and 
converſation, He ſhould have tolerable views into the doc- 
trines eſſential to the ſalvation of finners. He ſhould have 
ability to expreſs thoſe views with a degree of propriety to 
the people. He ſhould be determined to feek to ſpread the 
goſpel on every fide, to the utmoſt of his power. 


But before he enter upon this 1 work, he ought 
I 


to be properly recommended. the people, who have 
heard him exhort and pray, wiſh him to be employed as a 
local preacher, let them recommend him to the leaders 
meeting, aud let the leaders ſpeak freely together on the 
ſubject. Let no perſon be admitted on trial as a local 
preacher, until he be propoſed to, and approved by a 
majority of a full leaders? meeting. Let no perſon be 
received into full connexion as a local preacher, or have 
a plan, until' he be recommended by a majority of the 
ſociety where he lives—by.the major part of the leaders, 


quarterly, and local preachers' meetings: And let no 


perſon continue in office, whoſe life and converſation do not 
ornament his profeſſion ; or Who is in general badly 


received by the people. We cannot be too careful to have 


1 perſons employed in miniſſring the word of. the 
Lord among us. 5 . | 81, AMY 


Se. V. 


” 


[: $8 4J 
Sea. V. On: Travelling Preachers. * . * 


The qualifications neceſſary for a travelling preacher are, 
1. Solid piety, and an vpright,, blameleſs converſation. 
2. Gifts that render him adequate to his work. 3. Fruit 
in his labour. Souls converted by his miniſtry, 4. Strong 
deſires to promote the glory of (God, in fulfilſing the wh 
of the miniſtry. 5. Determinations to be 5 and 
faithful in the work. 6. A purpoſe of heart to ſpend and 
be ſpent in the cauſe of e Net counting bis 
own life dear to himſelf, that he may finiſh his courſe with 
joy, and the miniſtry he has received. 

Aſter a perſon, poſſeſſed of theſe 8 has been 
ſufficiently tried as a local preacher, be ought to be nomina- 
ted to travel, ſhould the circuits want help. If the leaders and 
ſtewards think him proper, he ought to be recommended 


by a majority of the ſocieties where he has preached, This 


ſhould be done in the ſociety meetings, that none may have 


caaſe: to complain. He, ſhould the be recommended by 


the loca] preachers, and quarterly. mieetings: And alſo by 
the diſttick meeting, if there be one. No perfon' ald 
come aut, under any pretence whatever, without {ith a 
recommendation. And wherever he is appointed to labour, 
he ſhou!d have a certificate ſigned in behalf of the people, 
from all the meotings in which he has been recommended, 
that the locieties do whom he is ſent, may receive him as 
a, meſſeager of the churches, to the glory of God our 
Savious. 5 7 


Set. VI. Orr the Ans ef © ACP oa into full Connexion. 


| Every perſon mould be on trial four years. To have u | 
ſuitable recommendation, he'ſhould, -1. Give full proof of 


AIs piety and uprightoeſs to the people, in the circuits 
where he travels. 2. He ſhould make conſiderable im- 
probement in bis abilities. 3. Have ſeals to his miniſtry. 


4: A teſtimony from the circuit, eſpecially! from the t 
Alaſt; that he is a work man that needeth not to be aſhamed. 
Phis teſtimony ſhould refer to his piety, moral- character, 
giſts, diligence, acceptance, and uſeſul ness. | 
He ſhould be - propoſed for ad mittance in the! leaders, 

quarterly, local preachers, and diſtrict meetings, of the 
two laſt circuits, and have a written r<commendationifrom 
pe | 1 the Ss 


: 


, 
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dite major part of each in bis favour.” 2. He ſhould be 
examined by the conference in regard to his experience of 
divine things, and his abilities for the work, 3. Be received 
4ato full "connexion by exhortation and prayer, in the 
preſenee of all who ſhall be afſembled on the occaſion. 4. 
en written certificate of his appointment to the 
work, ſigned in behalf of the conference, hy the preſident 

and ſecretary. <=: | 


Sect. VII. Ox Travelling, Preachers in full Connexion, 


"That they may be continued labouring in the vineyard 

of Chriſt, it is neceſſary, that they manileſt, 1. "That they 

love Cod and the fouls committed to their care. 2. Ihat 

they make full proof of their miuiſtry in all its departments, 

. 3. Thar they dilipeatly labour iu the circuits to promote 

the glory of God, in the ſalvation of ſouls. 4. That they 

eudeavour to enlarge their coaſt in ſpreading” the 200d 

_ tifings of falvation. 5. That they ſhow to the ſocieties 
and the world, the purity of their intentious by their ze 

for God, in ſeeking to feed his flock, and to bring finnerg 

to repentance. 6. That they have the teſtimony of the 

brethren iu the circuits where they labour, from year tg 

year, to ſhow, that they are not as ſait which has loſt its 

ſavour, but as burning and ſhining lights, in the midi of a 

** cruuked and perverſe generation. Won | 
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General Directions for the Members of the differemt © 
IT, $2teties. © | | 


* $24. I. For our private Walk before Gd. 


1. Let us never neglect. ſecret prayer: paiticalar!y in the 
morning aud evening. And; it poflible, let us tetire in 
the day time, to pour out oar ſpirits" to God, in 'ardent 
{upplication. | 2. Let as read ſome part of the ſcriptures 
every. day, with meditation, lifting. up'cur hearts to God 
for the light of his Spirit, and the'in{laence of his grace, 
that bis word may be biefled abundantly to us. 3. Let us 
{er God before us ia all our concerns, and aft in every 


* 
. 


go. 4 Let us 


b the end. 5 | 
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thing as in his, immediate preſence. - 4. Let us canſtantly 
watch unto prayer, that we may be kept unſpotted from 
the world. 5. Let us ſeek to grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 6. Let us ſtrive to 


glorify od, and ornament our chriſtian profeſſion in all 
things. 7. Let us haſten to the coming of the Lord Jeſus, 
thac we may be happy for ever. vo age Bl 


SeR. II. Direction: for Families, 


1. Determine, that you and your houſe, (as far as your 


influence can prevail) will ſerve the Lord. Read the 


ſcriptures, if in ever ſuch {mall portions, and pray twice 
every day with your family. Do this religiouſly, if poſſible. 
Let no lukewarmneſs or buſineſs hinder. This duty is 
exceedingly neglected by almoſt all ſects and parties, It is 
negleed' by the Methodiſts to a very alarming degree.— 
2. Do not ſuffer your children or ſervants to be abſent from 
this exerciſe, unleſs in cafes of abſolute neceflity. 3. Do 
every thing in your power to reſtrain them from ſin.— 


Engage them to go with you to the houſe of God, eſpecially 


on the ſabbath, Can thoſe parents have a good conſcience, 


who ſuffer their children to be playing in the ſtreets, while 
they worſhip God? While they are dependent on us, we 


dught to uſe our authority, and determine to tolerate no 


wickedneſs or neglect of aa as far as our influence will 
— immediately to catechize our chil- 


dren and ſervants. To examine them every Lord's: day on 


the manner of their ſpending their time —on what they 


have heard —and on their knowledge of divine things.— 
Were we to ſhake the flumber from our ſpirits, and enter 


on this duty at once, glorious advantages might be expected 
to ourſelves, and to them. 5. Let us guard againſt bad 
- tempers—againſt a croſs, ſour way of ſpeaking to our fami-. 


lies. Let us command, reprove, exbort, admonith, and 
eyen correct in loye. Our prayers will be hindered, and 
our advice loſt, unleſs we put on bowels of kindneſs aud 
love to all that live with us. 6. Let us convince our families 
and our incighbours, that we have not believed in vain. 
If we ſerve God without fear, in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs, beſore all, he will bleſs and proſper us ever. to 


Sea, III. 
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Sead. III.  Direfions for Band Mentings,, 
They are principally, deſigned to help. thoſe who have 


believed throvg grace. Other perſons may meet in them 
to advantage, if 1 ſincerely deſire to promote the glory 
of God, in their own ſalvation. 1. All that meet in band, 
ſhould either know they haye peace with God, or be 
ſeeking it with their whole heart. 2. They ſhould meet 
by cholce, with the perſons they know, and in whom they 
can confide. 3. Not exceeding fix or leſs than three, 
ſhould meet together, as near the time appointed as,paſhble, 
oace a week, and begin their worſhip with ſinging and 
prayer. 4. They ſhould ſpeak, their minds with the greateſt 
freedom to each other. þ 1 far as prudence will allow, they 
ought to inform each other of their experience, their trials 
and temptations, as well as of their joy and conſolation in 
Chriſt Jeſus. This will increaſe their confidence in each 
other, and make their meetings more, profitable. 5. They 
ſhould adviſe with each other in alt perplexing .Caſes—» 
mould , caution, admoniſh, warn, reprove, exhort, and 
encourage one another with the greateſt faithfulneſs, 
Endcavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond 
of perſectneſs. 6. I hey ſhould watch over each other in 
love at all times, and endeavour to ſtrengthen each others 
hands in God, 7. If any walk diſorderly and, will not 
alter their conduct, after ſufficient means have been uſed, - 
they * to be excluded ffom the band. 8. No perſons 
not in fociety ought to meet in band; and when a new 
member offers himſelf, his admiſſion ſhould be by the full 
conſent of all that belong to the hand. When theſe 1 
Its 


are properly attended, they are exceedingly. uſeful. II 
little time were ſpent in reading the ſcriptures, and ſpeak» 
ing upon them in every meeting, or once a fortnight, this 
might be attended with very bleſſed conſequences... Let us 
exhort one another daily, left any of us ſnould be hardened 
through the deceitfulneſs of fin. Let us bear each ather's - 

burdens, and ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt. ä 


Sed. IV. Dire&ians for Claſs Mectings, * | 
Clas meetings are defigned to help each other in our [ 
way to heaven. Primitive chriſtians met together in pri 4 
vate, to build one —_— up in their moſt holy GER | 

| a The 
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The followers of Chriſt in all ages have been ediſied, where 
feliowſhip' meetings have been eſtabliſhed, The Methodiſts 
have proved their utility for a number of years. 
To make theſe meetings as profitable as poſlible, 1. Let 
all the members meet as dften'as they can, and at the time 
fixed upon, that they may join in finging and prayer, to 
each other's advantage. 2. Let the leader ſpeak freely and 
faithfally' to every member, endeavouring to help each in 
their way to Heaven.* 3. Let there be the greateſt openneſs 
and ſimplicity manifeſted.” 'Eyery perſon ſhould have liberty 
to dmouim, &. #3 necelfiry requires. If we watch rer 
each other in love, we cannot be too plain and faithful. — 
4. If any is overtaken with a fault, and grieves on account 
of it, ſeebing deliverance in Chriſt, hols that are ſpiritoal 
ſhould"'endearour to reſtore ſuch, Teſt they alſo be tempred. 
5 Every poſſible means ſhould be uſed to guard 1 
W and every thing that would deſtroy brotherly 
"Evil ſpenking, as well 2s evil farming ſhould be 
fpuracd in the name of Jeſts. When there is a appearance 
of a breach beiog made, ſet every member be exhorted to 
pray end exert bis ibfluesee, to prevent the threatnin 
evil. 6. When any members act contrary to tlie goſpel, 
a deter wine not to alter their condott, after repeated 
mean ve been ned for their recovery in vain, they muſt 
Els de"oxcluded ſtom th; foctety. As alſo all thoſe who will 
| ll not attend to the dicipline- of the chorch, © * 
* nne een , 


: 025" Spe. V. Dinges, repe.Tirg the Bech Band. Fg 


14-1; No perſons ſhould be allowed to meet Nr rly in ?: 
but thoſe, who either do meer in band, or would do it, bad 

, Shey opportunity. If they meet a few times, this mould 
ſutisſy them, unleſs they determine to meet in band. 2. 
Let every perſon that has: opportunity fpeak. Baniſh for 
eret the pride that hinders, when che heart is affected with 
divine things. And never wait one for another, The 

* Yefign of the band is fruſtrated, unleſe the friends ſpeal; 
| freely. When this-15 done, the Lord generally meets, and 


* —ͤ—ũ——́— 2 
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abundantly blefles. 3. Let no perſon ſpeak too long. A 
ſew words ſpoken in the ſimplicity of the heart, are gene- 
rally bleſſed. 4. At certain intervals a verſe ſung, and 
Prayer, enlivens the meeting, aud cauſes' good 10 be done. 
| * Let the meetings not continue too 1 


-v "- 


* N. 
if poſſible, be concluded by two or three perſons praying 
for a few moments. When a ſhort prayer is offered from 
4 warm heart, it generally is attended with. good. And 
when two or three friends offer np their fervent ſupplica- 
tions to God, before che meeting concludes; it is a general 
bleſſing. 6. Let all who meet in band, be particularly 

exeniplary in their liſe and converſation, that others may 
be encouraged to unite in this bleſſed ordinance: - This 
will be attended with good to-thoſe who ſubmit to meet, 
and to all who deſire to glorify God in their bodies and 

ſpirits which are his. 5 | | 


Set, VI. Direction fer the Select Band. 


1. It ies the peculiar privilege of the Methodiſts, to be 
fully perſ:aded, that the ſoul may be ſaved from bad tem- 
pers and finful diſpoſitions, long before death cloſes our 
eyes. They believe that all who embrace .Chrilt; in all 
his characters and offices, may be enabled truly to ſay, 
] live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the life 
which 1 mow live in the fleſh, I live it by the faith of the 
Son of God, who hath loved me and given himſelf for 
me.” 2. All who meet in the ſelect band, ſhould not only 
believe in the doctrine of juſtification by faith, but in the 
dactine of ſanRification by the Spirit of God: That is, 
that true believers may obtain ſueh degrees of grace as will 
enable them to conquer all che evils of their heart, and afilt 
them , to ſerve God without fear, in righteoufneſs and 
tene holineſs all the days of their liſe.“ 3: All that meet in 
this band ſuould believe, that the © Lord Jeſus gave himſelſ 
for us, to redeem us from all iniquity, that he might purify 
us to himſelf a peculiar- people, zealous of good works.“ 
And that it is poſſble ſor us, To be cleanſed from all 
hlIthibeſs of fleſh and ſpirit,“ long before death, ** that we 
may perſect holineſs in the fear of God.“ 4+ All the 
friends who attend this band, Qrould either experience this 
releaſe; or be ſeeking it with their whole heart; If they 
have obtained deliverance by faith, they ought to tell their 
experience, in the fear of God, that others may be encou- 
raped, Aud all ho deſire this grace, ought” to relate 
what they feel in their heart, that ſuitable exhortations 
way be given, and ſuitable prayers offered to God on 
their account, - 5. The members of this band ſhould mere 
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eſpecially be exemplary, that all who ſee them may be 
thoroughly convinced, that they are aiming at nothing, 


but to glorify God, and find their way to eternal life, 


SeR. VII. Dire&ions for Lovt-frafts. 


Primitive chriſtians had feaſts of charity. They fre- 
quently held theſe after public ordinances, and ſpoke to 
each other of the love of God, and the things which 
concerned their ſalvation. The Moravians followed a 
ſimilar plan, and Mr. Weſley adopted their mode of hold- 
ing love-feaſts, almoſt in every particular. Though there 
is no expreſs command for them in the ſcriptures, yet they 
have been abundantly bleſſed in Chriſt Jeſus. When a 
number of fincere penitents and believers aſſemble together, 
to eat a little bread, and drink a little water, and to declare 


what God has done for their ſouls, it is hardly poſſible to 


meet in vain. Perfons of various ſocieties meet in them, 
and get acquainted with each other's experience, which 
not only encreaſes their love to each other, but enables 
them to bear their brethren afterward on their hearts before 
God, in their addreſſes to his gracious throne. 

To make them as comfortable as poſſible, 1. Care ſhould 
be. taken that no improper perſons are admitted, If 
ſtrangers, or thoſe who will not join our ſocicues, are 
admitted three times, according to an old rule, this is quite 
ſatkcient, None to enjoy all the privileges of the 
connexion, but thofe who are members of it, 2. The 
finging and prayer ſhould be ſhort and lively. One perſon 
ſhould not exerciſe too long in prayer in the beginning, nor 
any that pray afterwards. 3. While the bread and water 
are Carried about, there ſhould be a ſilent waiting on God; 
or a ſuitable exhortation given, with a fervent breathing 
out our deſires to him for his preſence and bleiling. 4. As 
many ſhould ſpeak as poſſibly can. That this may be done, 
no perſon ſhould { too long. A few words, ſpoken 
from a warm heart, are like a nail in a ſure place. 5. The 


perſons who ſpeak ſhould refrain from giving out verſes of 


hymns, unleſs in particular caſes. Thoſe who lead the 
meeting will endeavour to give out ſuitable. verſes, on 
pipes occaſions. 6. If the friends cannot be prevailed; on 
to ſpeak freely, it would be well to ſpend a good deal of 


exhortation 


time in prayer, 7. Before the meeting concludes, a ſuitable 
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of Peace, in his own appointed ways. 4. Sin 


(581 
exhortation ſhould be given to all who, are preſeat, tc 
ornament their profeſſion, and let thoſe be exhorted to come. 


forward chearfully, and 2 us the right hand of fellowW- 


ſhip, who are almoſt perſuaded to be chriſtians.— The poor 
ought to be remembered in the collection. 


Sect. VIII. Directions roſtectiug the Lord's. Supper. 


The ſcriptures command the followers of Chriſt to 
communicate with each other, at the facramental table 
The church in all ages bas attended to this duty. They 
have ſhown forth the death of their divine maſter together, 
and been bleſſed in this exerciſe. 

To make this ordinance a fingular bleſſing, 1. Let it be 
adminittered with primitive ſimplicity. All the incum- 


berances which the wiſdom of man has added to it, ſhould 


be thrown off immediately. It is the duty of chriftians to 
imitate their Lord and his apoſtles, in their manner of 
communicating, as well as in the duty itſelf. It appears 
that fitting is the poſture they made uſe of at this ardinance. 
If any, however, among us had rather kneel in their pews, 
or at the rails of the communion table, they ought to be 
indulged, without any reflections being made on their 
conduct. 2. Let none be admitted, but thoſe who ſincerely 
deſire to ſave their ſouls. Great care ſhould be taken, to 
prevent any from eating and drinking unworthily. Notes 


ſhould be given to all, who do not belong to the ſociety, 
The leaders ſhould let no motives: induce them to give 
notes to any, whom they are conſcions would diſhonour the 


Lord Jeſus, or eat and drink judgment to themſelves, not 
diſcerning his body. 3. When the people aſſemble roge- 


ther, the nature and deſigu of the inſtitution: ſhould be 


briefly. ſtated, and ſuitable exhortation given, that they 
may come with a lively faith, expecting to meet the Prince 


prayer ſhould open the meeting—and exhortation, 1 


and prayer, at certain intervals ſhould accompany it. 5s. 


The perſous appointed to carry the elements to the people 
ſhauld do it Ph that decency and ſeriouſneſs, hh — 


comes the ſolemnity of the occaſion, 6. After the collection 


\ 


r, the communicants ſhould be informes 
pro of kei 


is made for the 


chat they have proſeſſed themſelves the diſciples, 
ia chis ordinance, and chat they ought all to determine 10 


4 ornament 
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ornament their profeffion.. - If they do this,” God will be 
gloried and the people will be conſtrained to acknow- 


ledge that they have been with: ſeſos. But if they live 


contrary to the goipe! afterwards, the religion of Jeſus 


will be reproached, and their own ſouls. be in danger of 


being loſt for ever. 7. The meeting ſhould be concluded 


with earncft prayer to God, for his bieſſing to attend what 


bas been delivered. If ſeveral perſons were to pray for a 
few moments, perhaps the: Lord mighu be entreated, and 


* 


em ſouls. be abundantly ble ſſed. 


As the abe ve meetings prineipally refer to the church, 
it will be neceſſary to attend to ſome rules, to conduct 
public meetings to the glory of God. 557 


Sect. I. Directions for Prayer Meetings, 


The followers of the Lord Jeſus, in all ages, have 
conſidered it a duty and a privilege, to meet together 
frequently, to pour out their ſouls to God in prayer. They 
have admitted fingers of every deſcription to be preſent 


with them The Lord has often heard from heaven, par- 


. 


dbned their fin, and heated their ſouls. © - 


make theſe meetings profitable, 1. They ſhould be 


appointed at faitable places, and at ſuitable hours. Some- 
times in places of public worſhip; and ſometimes ia prirate 
houſes, for the benefit of tͤoſe, who can not, or will not 
go to the chapels. 2. None mould be allowed to exerciſe 
n them, but thoſe who are ſincete in their religious profeſ- 
fron; and have ability to pray. Every man has not the 
fame gift. But all who pray publicly, ſhould be cxpable 
of doing it to the glory of God, and the edifeation of fech 
as attend. 3. There ſhould be a particular dread on our 
minds, keft we become formal in any part of our worſhip. 
We ſhould particularly guard againſt this in prayer.” For 
the ſame perſons always to exerciſe, and to purſue exactly 
the ſame mode, makes the meetings dry, and generally 
anſwers no good end; But to have à variety®of perſons; 
and diffetent modes of conductiug the- meetings, is ealeu- 
lated to be of ſervice.” If the perfon who opens the meeting 


ſing ſeyeral verſes, and pray a conſiderable While, th 
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no follow, ſhould both ſing and pray ſhort. Perhaps ture 
or three perſons. praying while the people are on, their 
knees, with a verſe ſometimes between the prayers, anſwers 


better than any other mode, if the people are not kept too 


long kneeling. 4. A. word of exhortation, properly ſpoken, 
often anſwers a good end. The people feel its influence an 
their hearts, and are quickened in their devotions. Bur, 
when ſeveral exerciſe in prayer, exhortation ſhould-not take 
up many minutes, teſt the meetings . ſhoold be kept too 
long, and the ſpirits of the people be wearied out, 5. The 
meetings ſhould be concluded with ſuitable prayer, and the 


ple be. prefled upon to pray in their families and ia 


ecret, that their ſouls may be eternally bleſſed. 


lu places where the Lord remarkably pours out of hie 


Spirit, and many are deeply affected with a ſenſe of their 
pole and danger, the Lord ould. be wtreated in their 
half. If they can be collected rogether, and mingle theilt 
prayers and tears before God in ont place, it ſhould. be 
done. Bat if this cannot be, the different compaie: that 
pray, ſhould watch againſt every thing that is extravagant, 
and purſue their objek as —_— ind with as much order 
as the meeting will admit. On fuch occaſions the enemy 
enleavours to ſaw his taref—but where the Friehds a 
prudently, and in the Spirit of God, the, carnal noiſe an, 
enthufizſtic buſtle, are prevented, The genuine work o 
God goes forward, and ſouls are converted to the religio 
of Jeſus. Same may think it ſtrange, that two or three. or 
more companies can worſhip ſeparately in one place to the 


glory of God. But thoſe who have beheld his goings in 


tae midſt of the ſanctuary, have ſeen on particular octa- 
ſions, little companies offering up their prayers for the 
diſtreſſed, to the glory of God, the advantage of ſouls, aud 
the ſpreading of the goſpel. If great eaution be requiſite 
that this ſkould not be done in genera), yet it ought by ag 
means to be abſolutely forbidden, when there is a vifible 
manifeſtation of the itflaepce of the Divine Spirit, on 
certain occafions. If any call this enthuflaſm, let then 
have liberty to do ir, But Jet us be careful how we judge 
and gondemn each other, in matters of ſuch importance. 
No rules can be made to ſoit every cafe of this nature.” I ke 
preachers, leade's, and members of any foctety can deter, 
mine how to act, when the Lord works ptoriouſly” on the 
right hand, and on the left. We ſhould always be careful 
4 121 3 * Uh VOY YO 4 26173 | not 
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not to Hmĩt the Almighty; ; and at the ſame time endeayou; 


to Ufſtingoifh, between the influences of his Spirit, and 
the ſparks of our own Tinting, 


ben. 11. Dirediensfor Me 8 appointed for Erbe ue, 
a4 Prayer. 


Ger Bieta Ride ſent his diſciptes out by two and 
two, in the day's of his Reſh. After his aſcenfion to heaven, 
e apoſiles often went together, and mutually exhorted 
the people to fly from the wrath to come. Since Methodiſm 
was firſt eſtabliſhed, the Lord has wonderfully bleſſed 
2 exbortations to thouſands in the connexion. A 
man may be well qualifed to exhort ten minutes, or a 
arter of an hour, and not be able to preach. It bas been 
fequeaty ſuggeſled, if ſeveral travelling, and a number of 
jocal preachers,” would content themſelves frequently with 
givin ſhort lively, exhortations, inflead of taking texts, 
Enie cannot explain to the ſatisſaction of the people, 
they 0 be abanflantly more uſeful. ** many circuits, 
where there are not local preachers to fupply the places, 
would the. friends, Hat Air up the gift of 804 which is in 
them, they, m ht. bold. meetings for Prager and exhorta- 
tion, that e te undantly uſeful. The people would 
attend them 18 leaſure, and glorious canſcquences 
world. follow. _ 
To make theſe meetings jobtable, r. Let none be 
Woxed to exerciſe in them, but thoſe 'who are pious ; and 
upright in their conduct; and who are tolerably qualified 
to preſs the effential truths « of the goſpel upon the 2 af 
ine people, 2. Let two or more go together, and endea- 
your, by the help of God, to exhort the people to fly 
from 4" wrath to come. Lei them be cautioned. not to 
continue too long, but to be lively and painted in what 
they ſay, that the people may not be weary, but benefited 
y theix exerciſes, 3. Let eyery encouragement be given 
(hom, If they find the friends atis fed and good done, let 
m be intreated to continue, though their ſucceſs does 
not appear ſo great as by defired. Patience and perſeve- 
2 under the bleſſing of God, 1 be attended wich the 


happict conſeqyenes. 4. If they are well received, and 
1 n crown their labours with ſucceſs, let them have a 

| large ſphere, that they may make full proof of the * 

whic 


which God has given them. This will not only ſatisf 

their own minds, but may be a bleſſing to the Lees which 
they viſit, 5. If any of them find their talents improve, 
and are capable of 3 let them be received on trial 
among the local preachers, that the cauſe of our glorious 
Redeemer may abundantly prevail. 6. When this is the 
caſe, let others be appointed, whoſe abilities may be pro- 
3 for exhortation, that the connexion may never want 


a nurſery, to encourage thoſe who may be. uſeful in the 


vineyard of Chriſt. 


ect. III. Dire&ions for Public Preaching. | 


By the miniſtry of the word, thouſands have been brought 

from darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan to God; 
They have received forgiveneſs of fins, and have had an 
inheritance with them which are ſanctified. The Lord 
has cauſed ſigns and wonders to be wrought by Chriſt 
Jeſus. By the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, the 
people have been brought to know the truth, and the truth 
hath made them free. Several things are neceſſary to be 
attended to, that the word of the Lord may run and be 
gloried. . 

1. The openings of Divine Providence ſhould be fol- 
lowed. Wherever the Lord appears to diſpoſe the hearts of 
the people to attend to his word, it is the duty of thoſe 
who preach it, to publiſh the good tidings of ſalvation to 
them. Sometimes the Lord particularly impreſſes the minds 
of his ſervants to go forth in his name to different places, 
where the goſpel has not been preached ; and when that is 
the caſe, he prepares a people to receive the word, and 
brings his ſalvation nigh unto them. 2. Suitable perſons 
ſhould be appointed to miniſter in holy things. Men of 
clean hands, and of pure hearts. They ſhould be poſſeſſed 
of abilities to explain and inforce the ſcriptures, They 
ſhould feel the love of Chril conſtraining them to call 
ſinners to repentance. Except they ate powerfully moved 
by tae zeal, of the Lord, they are not likely to be of ſervice 
to the people. If men have abilities tor the work, unleſs 
love compel them to ſeek. the ſalvatien of fingers, it will be 
impoſſible for them to be uſeful in the vineyard of Chrift, 
But When an holy life, and ſuitable gifts ge together, with 
2 burning zeal for the happineſs and ſalvation of men, 


glorious 


| { 44 9 


Koriouy rhings ary accompliſhed by the 1 3.1 


4 * 


ould be the udy of all who preach the goſpel, rightly to 
divide the word of truth. To ſuit their diſcourſes to the 
Gtuatian of their hearers, that every perſon may have a 
tion of meat in due ſeaſon. If this is not attended to, 


1 ua Jabour in vain. Should we always endeaveur to 


chore ſach paſſages of ſetiptare as are ſuitable to the con- 
fegatioas,. and to explain them according to the analogy 
5 2ith, we "ſhould ſee of the travail of our Redeemer's 


tael, and be ſatisſied. 4. We ſhould endeavour to confine 


ourſel ves to the 1 we chooſe, that the underſtandiugs 
of our hearers may be enlightened, aud their conſciences 
awakened, ta ſeek after God. Except there be conneQjon 
10 4 diſcourſe, it is hardly poſfſibl- for che people to be 


edified.* But when a text is roperly explained, and every 


part iltuſtrated, che good effects are ſeen in the congrega- 
ion. 55 We ſhould endeavour to ſpeak boldly and plainly 
to All that hear. If we addreſs ont diſrourſes to thoſe who 
art abſent, inſtead of bringing them home to che hearts of 
the penple, we ſhall only ampie them. But when the truth 
1: applied, it is hardly poflibie to laboar in'vato. St. Paul 
fays, By manifeſtation of the truth; commending our- 
ſelyes to every man's conſcience in the fight of God.” 6 


Every minitter ought to be tender and affectionate, ns TI 


2s honeſt and faithful, If we endeavour to win ſouls, we 
Mall be wiſe. If a miniſter ſpeak in a tone that indicates 
anger, or contempt; and ſpeaks in fuch a manner as to 
zollt and upbraid his heaters, they will be juſtly offended. 


Ihe efforts will be painful. The Lord will not ſmile upon 


his work, nor good attend it. 7. We ſhould endeavour not 
to be too tedious in our preaching. Unleſs the preſence and 


bleſſing of God are lingularly marafeſt, we ſhall weary qut the 


Ipipits of the people by being too long. They had better 
29 away huogry, chan loath the manna of the Lord. If 
we would be inſtrumental in doing them good, we fhoutd 
eadeivour 20 do every thing for their edihcation. © g. We 
Moulfd ſeek earneſtly" to have all the parts of * worſhip con- 
ducted in the fear of God. Our hyams and tunes ſhould 
be fuitable. Our prayers and exhortations ſhould be guided 
by the ſcriptbres. When prayer or finging; Which are 
Yolemn parts of ublic worſhip, are dope managed, the 

opde are -bleffed,, and their minds prepared to hear the 


18 Fe. Wi nh is not the cafe, we find our Work doe 


$6 


not 
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time will admit of it, we ſhould encourage a few, triends to 


pray after the ſermon is ended. The effectual fervent 


been accom liſhed, in anſwer to prayer. The Lord rains 


righteouſneſs from the ſkies, and cauſes his people to adore 
the riches of his goodneſs. 10. The word of the Lord 


i $94.49 of the righteous availeth much. Great things have 


ſhould be plentifully preached, where there is an opportuni- . 


ty of doing it. In the morning we are to ſow our feed, and 
in the evening, leaving God to proſper and bleſs it to the 


ſouls of the people. Happy are thoſe who ſow beides all 


waters, determining by being inftant in ſeaſon and out of 
ſeaſon, to gory Hogs ſtriving to ſave thefr own, and 
the ſouls of their fellow creatures! n deen, 


Sec. IV. Direction for Public Exhortations. 

In large towns the ſociety generally meets every Lord's- 
day. It is the duty of thoſe who miniſter the word, earneſtly 
to preſs the truth upon all that belong to the connexlon.— 
It is hardly pofſible to be tos particular in this part of our 
duty. When we re. to a public congregation, we 
cannot conſine ourſelves ti ſulijecis which are only calculated 
o feed the flack of Chriſt. We muft * endeavour. to pluck 
finners #s brands from the burning. But When the"Cofigre- 
gation has retired, and the ſociety is aſlembled; we ſioutd 
endeavour to help the lambs of the flock, and to feed the 
ſheep. If we endeavour to give them 4 portion of meat ia 
due feafon, God will bleſs ys,” and we” ſhall abundantly 
rejoice in his Tove: 1% hal i ene 

There are ſeaſons, however; when public exhortations 
ate given. The ſerious part of the copgregation are invited 
to ſlop, hen the reſt have retired.“ There are many thut 
halt between two. "They are almoſt perſuaded to be<hrif- 
tiaas. © They'are 'within a few ſteps of being ſaved. To 
make theſe exhortativns profitable, we ſhould epdeavour, 
1. To explain the nature and deſign of chriftian fellowſhip. 
We hould ſhow the advantages reſulting from it, and che 
neceſſity we are under bf engaging in this duty. Were we 


' our Claſs and band meetings of our loye-feaſts, &c. m 


to explain on certain occahons, the natute aud defign of 


advantages might follow to the people. 2. We ſhould . 


1 


endeavour to convince the vane is a daty they owe to 


not proſper, nor have we "ſouls for our hire. 9. When 


1 26 } 


ewe themfſelyes, to unite to r in Riiviag' to make 
ing and e section ſure e ate co ed not to 
the beer ing of — 1. together as the manner 
97 {aa is, but to ec hort one another, and ſo much the 
more 45s we ſee the day approaching. We ſhould. labour to 
Conyince the people, that they cannot live in the neglect of 


' Ne de Candag againſt che Lord their God. g. 


ng? invite them to engage in it. If they can meet more 
comk bly. wich perſons of other denominations than with 
22 U to do it in the name of the Lord. But if 
4 arp chat out's is, the moſt excellent way, and that 
their ſouls can be more edified with us, they ought at once 
to break h, and to reſolye, © This ple ſhalt be 
my people, a pb God ſhall be. my 4. To 
induce them to come, we ſhould endeavour to anſwer all 
the objections which are made againſt private meeting: 
eſpecially thoſe which are the moſt generally made: We 
geld find reat good attending it to their minds, g. To 
Toney all ſeruples as far as potkble, we ſhould endeavour 
ge them to meet a little while on trial. Propoſe for 


How lo go to any claſs they pleaſe, and ſee how they like 


our meetings. Were public invitations ſeconded by the 
friends privately inviting, we might be inſtrumental in 
helping thouſands in their way to heaven. Thoſe who 
-have not heartily embraced the truth, might be led to 


Chit, you obtain ſalvation through bis precious blood. 
ect. V. Dire&ions for Public Worſhip in Watch: Nights, 


Theſe Meetings were eſtabliſhed at an early period in 
Methodiſm, and have been. uſeful in a number of places. 
When the followers of Chrift ſpend a few hours aber, 
in Rang to help eneh other in their way to heaven, and 
to be of ſervice to othete, their labour will dot be in vain. 
Sinners can ſpend hours at the cards, and in other things 
contrary to their preſent and eternal ſs, and — 


. werefaſe, r to ſeek to glotify God t 


ther, in Jr blic ordinances af an extraordinary nature? 
make 9 as profitable as poſſible » we thould 
attend to a few directions. 

1. Let ſuitable ſeaſons. be choſen, for Coat This ſhould 


| be attended r ments of the people, 
n 


From ſeyeo to 
ten 


the hours | Ry, aponk Fay 4 


r 
ten ſeems to be more ſuitadle, than from nine to twelve. 
2. The hymns and diſcourſes ſnoufd lead to ſolemnity. If 
we meet to watch and pray, we ſtould be flirred op to the 
| exerciſe of theſe duties, that God may be glorified by us. 
3. If there are à number of perſons capable of fpeaking in 
publigy it would be well to have ſhort, lively exerciſes. If . 
the ſetmon and exhortations are too long, the people will 
ſoon be weary. But when the exerciſes are ſhort, and 
many warm prayers are offered to God by- perſons qualihed 
for cheir work, the time glides fireetly away, The minds. 
of the people are quickened, and. every thing got com- 
fortably forward: 4. Aſter a number have exerciſed and 
the time is elapſed, we ſhould endeavory to commend each 
ather to God, and. to retire to our different habitation 
iving glory to his name. We ſhould make it our buſineſs, 
to watch unto prayer always, that we may be kept unſportet; 
ey 1a beter a ha. 


* 


HivinG confidered the 2 and private meetings 
which belong to the connexion of a fpirituz} nature, We 
ſhall offer a few directions for the proper management of 
thoſe meetings, which belong to the officers of the churth, 
and are partly of a temporal, and partly. of a ſpiritual. 
nature. 


LI 


Seck. I. Direticas ftv Leaders! Meetings... 1 


1. Every leader or his afiftant rer en i 
whenever the brethren. meet; that the diffetent claſſes may if 
be properly ented. 2. The al affairs of the 4 
ſoejety mould be managed with as much ſpeed as pofſible, 
and in an open liberal manner, that there may be no com- 
plaining among us, Every thing ſhould be done in them 
y mutual. concurrence, or by the; influence of a majority. "3h [| 
3: The ftate of the fick, and how they may be vißited and i 
reli ved: ought ſeriouſly to be attended to. 4. The ſpirinadl | 
ate of the different claſſes ſhould be frequently enquired 111 
after, and every pofſihble means deviſed, that is calculated l | 
to be of ſervice to them. 5. Every third or fourth meeting 01 
all the papers ſhould. r no to know how \ 


alone, or by che ir aſliſtants, 


E 


the people meet, and what meaſures have been purſued with 
thoſe that have not regularly attended. 6. Propoſals for 
admiſſion. of members, or their expulſion, ſhould be care- 
fully inveſtigated, that a fair ſtatement may be given to 
the different claſſes, and their miads known, before any 
thing is finally ſettled. And let every thing come from 
the people as their act, before the leaders“ meeting deter- 
mine. 7. It would be well for the leaders of any ſociety 
to conſider, how. far they. can meet each. others claſſes 
occaſioually for the general good. And how far they can 

be of ſervice to the ſeciety at 
large. 8. It is their duty to direct the ſtewards how to 
act in all diſburſements of collections - and to appoint when 
either private or public ſobſcriptions ſhall be entered upon, 
for defraying any debts which may have been contracted, 
ar any expences which are unavoidable for. carrying on the 
work. 9. They, with the ſtewards, ſhould prepare every 
thing which is neceſſary for love - feaſts, or the ſacrament, 
and give any help in their power at the time theſe ordinances 
are ad miniſtered. 10. Whatever reſpects the ſpiritual or 


temporal welfare of the ſociety ſhould be fixed by their 


appeintment. And they ſhould: always hold themſelves 
accountable to the people, for the meaſures they purſue; 
that they may prove themſelves ta be in reality the ur 
of the churches, 1 5 t 


Sect. II. Direcbions for Local Preachers Meetings. 


t. Every member of the meeting ſhould attend as often 
as poſſible. None ſhould ever be abſent, but thoſe who 
are compelled, to it by neceflity, 2. General regulations 
reſpecting the plan, or any places which want ſupplying, 


| ſhould be ſettled, that no place may be miſſed. . Supplying 


the places regularly is of vaſt importance. It cannot be 
too ſtrictly attended to. 3, It would be well to meet as a 
je ng and to tell what influence the goſpel of 

hriſt has upon their hearts. It might be uſeful allo, for 
every perſon ſimply to tell, the preparation he makes for the 

ulpit, and how he treats the texts he preaches from. 4. 

he beſt method of preaching ſhould be conſidered; as it 
refers to the choice of texts, the manner of explaining 
them, and the application, 5. It would alſo be well to 
conſider the ſtate of the different congregations, and _ 


— 


1 W J 


ſalt what ſort of preachiag is likely to anſwer the beſt ſor 


them: 6. It would be well to eftablifly a library ſor the 


local preachers of ſuitable books, and to ſpend ſome time 


together, in reading over tboſe authors, ho have thrown 


moſt light on the ſubject, of preaching to advantage; 7. It 


would be excecdingly uſeful, for the brethren to be per- 
ſectly free with each other; and to make obſervations in 


love, upon each other's ſermons, or apon thoſe which they 


have heard. 8, It would be well: to correct each. other as 
it refers to loudneſs or low neſs of ſpeaking to geſture to 
the manner of praying, giving out hymns, c. It weuld 
alſo be well to attend ta- language. To get ſuch a 
knowledge of grammar, as might be of conftderable* 


means appointed for inſtruction. 9. No new members 
ought to be admitted, until: they have been ſuſficiently 


tried; nor none excluded, until there is no hope of their 


being uſeſul, either on account of their want of abilities, 


or their immorality. 10. They ſhould conſult with each 


other upon every: ſubject thut can be deviſed, for: the 
ſpreading of the goſpel, and the advantage of the people. 


See the Piece on Local Preachers, either in the Progre/t.. 


Liberty, or in.the. Free Enquiry. 
Sec III. Diredion: for - Quarterly Meitings." 


1. Every _— conſequence, ſhould have à repre- 
810 


ſentative, pro 
eoncurrence of the fe 
of the circuit. 2. It. 


appointed by the leaders, with the 


as poſſible. And for a preacher in the pooreſt circuit) to 


have as good 4 maintenance; as any in the beſt circults; It 
might be appointed, how much is neceſſary for a wife and 


a Krvunt— how much for each chjjd—how muck for coal 


and candle— for hoafd, &c. 3. When, this is 'eftabliſhed, - 


* 


ſhould receive and diſburſe, according. to the rules lai 
down. And every thing that cannot be paid by rule, ſhould 
be fixed by mutual agreement. 4. A fair ſtatemeht of the 
accounts of the circuit ooght to be taken to the diffetent 
ſocieties, and read in the leaders“ meeting, and by them 
communicated to the — or in the ſockity 

1 | 3 


the circuit ſtewards, by the appointment of the meeting, 
1 


rr ̃ . mg > ꝗ⁰—é!⅛ ˙· er er en I Yeo eros > — 


gone | 
ervace: 
This would be acquired with the greateſt eaſe, were proper 


E cir would be well for the brethren co H 
certain ſums for every thing that concerns families, as fat : 


2 


- 
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5. The ſpiritual fate of the ſocieties ſhould. be carefully 
attended to, and means deviſed for the improvement and 


| happineſs of the people. 6. All caſes referred to the 


meeting ſhould be ſeriouſly examined, and nothing be done 
of importance, without impartial inveſtigation, and mutual 
concurrence: or at leaſt, not without the conſent of a 


majority of the members of the meeting. And when any 
0 


is brought forward reſpecting the characters of mem- 
bers, &c. every thing ſhould be finally fixed, as far as 
poſſible. 7. Taking in or giving up places—giving more 
or fewer ſermons in a place—diviton of circuits and every 
thing of this nature ſhould be fixed in the quarterly meet- 
ings. 8. Every neceflary preparation ſhould be made for 
the conference, in the March quarterly meeting. What 
preachers may continue, and who ſhould remove how 
their-places may be filled up to advantage—what is ſurplus, 
or deficient in the colleftions—whether more or y 
preachers will be wanted—circuits be divided, or continue 
the ſame——what alterations and regulations appear neceſſary 
in the laws of the body—delegates appointed, and their 
orders given, that they may act according to the deſire of 
their friends, SIM | 12 


Sect. IV. Directions for the Conference. 

In the preſent ſtate of the New Itinerancy, it appears 
unneceſſary to have diſtrict meetings. Should the cauſe 
proſper, and be owned of God with ſucceſs, it can be fixed 
in future, whether diſtrict meetings will be neceſſary or 
not. That the meeting of the annual conference may 
anſwer the purpoſes intended, it would be well to. obſerve 
the following particulars, | ET | 

1. Let one or more of the preachers, with an equal 
number of delegates attend the conference, poſſeſſed of 
equal powers, to tranſact the affairs of the connexion, 
which could not be finally ſettled in the circuits. 2. Let 
them receive the teſtimony of the conduct of the. preachers 


' tranſmitted in writing from the circuits: And, ſhould the 


character of any preacher require examination, and his caſe 

be finally fixed on, let it be done before any other buſineſs 

is entered upon, after the preſident and ſecretary are choſen, 

3. Let the circuits be called over, to know if any, new 

preachers are wanted. And in caſe there are, let the Pete | 
6 5 - we 


— 
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well recommended, be appointed, according to the order 
which ſhall be agreed upon, and appointed for them ro 
come out to our help. And, if more are propoſed than are 
wanted, their names ſhould ſtand on the liſt of reſerve, that 
the committee, which ſhall be nominated, may ſapply any 
of the circuits with them, where preachers may be wanted, 
4. Let the ſtationing be attended to, without partiality of 
rſons or places. 5. Let the monies received or diſburſed 
b done by the mutual concurrence of ail that are preſent. 
6. Let the minutes of the circuits be examined, and the 
alterations, &c. attended to, which the brethren recom- 
mend. After they are carefully reviſed, the alterations 
ſhould be publiſhed in the annual minutes, which are made 
every year. 7. After confirming: the propoſals of the cir- 
caits, or meeting their views as far as poſſible, reſpecting 
dividing them, ſending more preachers, &c. the tranſac- 
tions of the conference ſhould be publiſhed in detail, and 
circulated through the connexion, as ſoon as poſſible, 8. 
The expences of the delegates as well as the preachers, 
ſhould 'N paid by the different circuits. 1 
N. B. The management of the book- room will reſt ſolely 
in the hands of the conference of preachers and delegates. 
They will publiſh yearly, detailed accounts of every thing 
which concerns it, and endeavour to give perfect ſatisfaction 
to all their friends. 5 e g 


Having gone through the Out-lines, we would again 
remind our friends, they are only propoſed for their exa- 
mination - and amendment, that they may "receive all the 
ad vantage the different ſocieties are capable of giving them, 
and then be eftabhſhed for the benefit of our connex on. 
Had we been better qualified, and had had more leiſure, 
our work would have been more perfect. We hope our 
friends will make every neceſſary allowance, for the defects 
they may meet with in theſe Out- lines, and that they will 
amply ſupply what is deficient, | | SET 
May our gracious Lord attend our plan with his bleſſing, 

as far as it js according to his will, that we may glorify his 
adorable name, and be eternally happy! 


Ledi, 20t6 October, 1797. 
P. S. We 


L f 


P. S. We particularly, requeſt the friends to examine 
every part of the plan we have laid down, and to make 
ſach.remarks: as they. think: proper. We ſincerely requeit 
that the-remarks of our friends may be brought regularly 
forward through. leaders“, local preachers, and, quarterly 
paged the conference, and ſuch alterations take place, 
as the brethren ſhall. think proper, We alſo propoſe, that 
tor three years the alterations which are neceſſary to be 
made, may be publiſhed, in the yearly. minutes; and that 


at the end of that period the conſtjtution may be circulated 


as perſect as we can make ii. We would recommend it to 
the brethren, at the end of three years, to fix a time for kits 
future reviſal. At the end of three, five, or ſeven: years: 
admitting of neceſſary alterations annually, to be publiſhed 
in the yearly: minutes. | | 

„We think that two public ſubſeriptiens, either in the 
ſocieties or in the congregations, ſhould be made every 
year. The finſt, to-defray. all contingences that may ariſe 
in different circuits, where the friends cannot ſupport 
the work. —-This appears exceedingly reaſonable.-—[t 
will make the preachers in every place comfortable, and 
bear up their hands in their miniſtry. The ſecond ſhould 
be, for the ſupport: of ſuperannuated preachers or their 
widows. And alſo, for the benefit of thoſe: parents who 
have children at ſchool. It would enable them to educate, 
cloath, and ſupport their children till they are at age to 
enter-upon-buſineſs, inſtead of à public ſchool, at near half 
che expenge. The preachers fund and ſchool collection 
thrown into ane, would make it eaſy for our friends, and 
advantageous to the connexion. Proper ſtewards will be 


| appoinjed, from-among the people, and detailed accounts 


publiſhed. by them, of what. is received and expended-every 
year. We: would recommend it ta the different ſocieties, 


to make the yearly. collection early in January 1798, and 
nſerenct 


the ather in the month of May, before. the co | 


meet. 
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On. R paſſages in. the Minutes of the Conferences 
beld in the Methodift Chapel, Leeds, 1790. 


RRR inferting tae paper hgned by the young 


| preachers, with their names, we have theſe words 
A certain perſon has informed the public, in print, 


that the junior preachers, were reqwred to. ſign the 


above declaration, or quit the connexion,” and has made 
vfible comments upon the circumſtance on that ground: 

ut the whole conference know, and eſpecially-thoſe who 
ſigned it, that this is as abſolutely falſe as any thing that 
ever was publiſſed. No perſon was required to ſigu it,“ 
and no man was thretened. with expulſion or any thing 
elſe, in caſe he did not ſign- every man was left entirely 
to his own choice the junior brethren met hy themſelves 
ſpoke freely and largely upon the ſubject— drew up 
unanimouſly agreed to— and chearfully ſigned the-declara« 
tion as a free: will offering: in vindication of there putation 
of thoſe who deſerve fo well of the Methodiſt connexion. 


1 


212 * ian Signed by deſire of the Junior Preachers, 
 « JONATHAN CROWTHER, Chairman.” 


Leeds, Augft 15, 1797. 
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Perhaps the reader will be a deal ſurpriſed, when 
F prove from this h, that what they ſay of me 
is as 2 chat ever was publiſhed.” 
Theſe are my words: Soon after the conference opened, 
© Mr. Mather inſinuated, that unleſs the junior brethren 
would acquit the ſenior preachers, of charges brought 
© againſt them in, certain, publications, reſpedting their 
© being tyrangical to the people and themſelyes, he would 
© not chooſe to act in that conference.“ Laſt night one of 
the preachers, (his name is Miles Martindale. He ſpoke 


it before ſeveral reſpectable wieneſſes. L. would not have 


publiſhed his name, had he not been of the number of thoſe 
who figned, and whom Mr. Crowther afterwards ſig ned 
this paragraph in behalf of) with @ large family, after 
relating this. circumſtance, declared it came to this alter- 
native, Sign or depart.” In theſe words I only related 
hut one of their brethren had declazed, With whatitrath 
then can Mr. Crowther and the junjor preachers aſſert, that 
1 have pübhſhed ia print, that the jurſior” preachers. 
were required to ſign the above declaration or quit the 
connexion?” If my relating the very words of: one in 
their-body can be conftrued into as abſolute a falſehood 


ess anz thing that ever was publiſhed /* forely. them have 


gane beyond me in the-fin' of falſehood, in che very place 
where they ate holding! me out as one of the — that 
ever ſet pen to paper i I can produce three witneſſes to — 
that I have only publiſhed. the words of a brother. There 
is not the 2 in what I have advanced upon this 
head And I have proved here, that theſe junior hrethren 
have publiſhed a glaring fulſe hood of me, to blacken my 
character through the nations. Truth, however, is ftill 
great, andi will prevail. 4. a 
In the deelaration which they ſigned, we have theſe 


wurde:“ Inſtead. of conſidering our ſenior brethren in the 


lignt of if + even and Oppreſſors, we feel ourſelves 
uhder- great obligations to them, for their extraordinary 


labour and fatigue in the ſervice of the conference, We 
are ſatisfied, that their pity, abilities, faithfulneſs, diligence, 
uſefulneſs, and long continuance-in the work of the miniftry, 
entitle. them to the reſpect and;efteem of the whole con- 
nexion.— We ſhould think it an honour to waſh their feet : 
and our deſire. and prayer is, to follow them as they have 
ſollowed Chriſt.” Theſe words principally allude to eight 
| i or 
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. 
ar ten men, whom: we haye conſidered as the -few that 
govern, either directly or indireAly, the bady of Metho- 
difts, A great many of the janior preachers, who ſigned 
this declaration, have in converſation, and in their. letters, 
repreſented them as oppreſſors. They have cried out 
againſt their tyranny with a loud voice, and uſed means te 
be delivered. As Mr. J. Crowther acled as chairman in 
a meeting held to draw up this paragraph, and is the only 
perſon that figned it, I will quote pailages from ſome of 
his letters to me, and leave the impartial to think as they 
pleaſe of his preſent condat. And I pledge myſelf, if 
<alled upon, to prove, either from the letters I have by 
me, or from the teſtimony of friends, that a great number 
of the preachers who this declaration, have cried 
out as much as Mr. Crowther a the ruling few. 5 
In the conference held in Ireland, 1793; be ſays, My 
beſt exertions were direfted againſt every ſpecies of ariſto- 


cracy or antichriſtianiſm : (for whatever: may be ſaid of 


ariſtocracy in the ſtate, in the churci it is antichriſtianiſm) 
I alſo took pleaſure in helping the feeble, the accuſed, and 
thoſe who had no other perion to help them. There are 
men, you are well aware, who would make us believe, 
that ariſtocracy is needful, even in the church af God, in 
order to ſecure regularity in the executive government 
We wiſh as far as poſſible, to obviate the objections of 
gentlemen of this ſtamp. In our conference, every thing 
was conducted on the principles. of pure democracy: or 
rather, upon the principles of bible chriſtianity, Little or 
uo ftrefs was laid upon ſeniority or juniority. Every man 
had liberty to ſpeak what he wiſhed.” 0 


Waterford, 22d July, 1793. 


1 N 


In the ſame letter, after mentioning Mr. 17s writing 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, when the London law- 
ſuit was in Chancery, and ig ſevete comments on his 
conduct, he adds: What was this, but (to give you the 
comment of a ſhrewd man in this country) to ſay to Mr. 
Pit, Help us in the affair of the New Chapel, and the 
Methodiſts ſhall be any thing Government. chooſes. If 
defired, like Sampſon, they ſhall hew wood and draw water 
for the Philiftines.” Has not Mr. Crowther and his brethrea 
taken the ſame. meaſures this conference, which he repro-- 


bates in the conduct of Mr. T=—, their firſt preſident? F 


Speaking 


head o 


131 
Speaking upon the controverſy about the ſacrament, 
ifter Briſtol conference in 1794, he ſays, © The controverſy 
as taken a different tarn, from what ſome who ſet it on 
foot intended, and it has gone farther than ſome of the firſt 


Advccates for liberty intended it- ſhould, It has not only 


brought a general examination of chyrchanrty, &c. but has 
Tet the preachers upon thinking (O dfeadfal! dreadful ! 
and dire fully deltruclive to ſome men's ſchemes 11) about 
equality! This, it is feared, will r ariflocracy, 
and endanger the downfall of the annual 'fublime ſight of 
ſix or ſeven men getting round the table at conference, and 
Hghring with each other, talking by turns (except when 
ſeveral of them talk together) engrofling all the ſpeci- 
fying; while the reſt fit round in {Mev apid, or indig- 
nant ſilence— the devil perching on the front of the gallery; 
while love, meekneſs, and wiſdom, together with our guar- 
dian angels, and even the Holy Ghoſt, quit the aſſembly 
and the confafed ' group. appears to th? weeping heavens, 
ſomewhar like the aſſembly in à cock-pit. inten; 
Neither Bradburn nor Moore approve of the 'minat-: 
of the Aberdeen diſt;ict, 'O! Sir! there is too much level. 


ling ſpecalation ! * And, beſides, you ought to confider, 
how you can think that the ſcheme of the wandering biſhop: 
is ever to be brought about, if men be ſuffered to write and 


- reſolve at this rate. I told them plainly at the diſtrict 
meeting laſt weck, that I would as ſoon ſee the devil at the 
Phe connexion, as ſeyen biſhops. If theſe, however. 


* 


be able to accompliſh their ends, I muit requeſt Tp to 
rom 


preach the conſecration ſermon of their lordſhips 
Rev. xvi, 1. If fever heads ſhould be created, ten horn; 


would ſhoot-out from them: "Theſe heads and horns. would 
make diſmal work with many : and with truth, liberty, 


And the church of God.” This is the hne Mr. Crowther, 


that gave ſach an horrible deſcription of the «© ſublime ſight 
of fix 6r-ſeven men getting round the table, &c.“ Wo bas 
ſigued this year, that he ſhould think it an honour" to 
waſh their feet—and defires and prays to follow them as 


they follow Chriſt.” If there be no more religion àt a 


Methodiſt conference than in a „ cock- pit,“ what has 


"Chit to do in the buſineſs? And, if Mr. Crowther's 
account in his letter to me, dated Briſol, zd Fane, 1595, 


br traue, it is extremely dangerous to follow them! 


2 
o 
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of 4. Cr awther, was it not 83 he ſhould conſent 
0 to 


NN 


In the ſame letter he ſays, „Old Mather, — 
found his weakneſs at the Manchefter diftrift meetigg. 
has adopted another plan. He has drawn up à very 

mid, prons, plainti ve letter, addreſſed to both parties in 


Briſtol. He has got Mr. Pau ſon to fign it along with him. 


Having failed in their original ſcheme, they are determined 
to catch a little credit as reconcilers : In other words, they 


vill ſecure all the credit and influence they can, by every 
method they can.” Theſe, however, are two of the 
ſublime fight,” which Mr. Crowther declares he 9 
think it an honour to waſh their feet, &c. !!! | 
Aſter he had read my Progrels of Liberty, he wrote to 
me as follows: —“ You have repeatedly. deſerved well of 
the community, and continue ſo to do. It appears to me, 
if they can get reaſon to hope for ſucceſs, they will examine 
you by ſcourging (See 42s xxil, 24) at the conference; 
and teach you with briers and thorns, as Gideon * 
the men of Succoth, Perhaps yoo; will not reliſn this m 
of iuſtruction, eſpecially: as it favours ſo much of the gd 


plaa. But the ſeribes inſtructad in the methods of getting 
A kingdom, (or 2 er) will bring out of their tieafures 


things ol as well as neu: I ſhould think they will be 


rather at a loſs next conference for a pretext to enable them 
to. bring, forward the-biſhop plan again. But perhaps ſomes 


of them will cauſe, or promote fomething diſorderly, in 
order to prove the neceſiity of it. Some have thought wh: 
this has been done more than once already. 4 51 
Steaking i in the ſame letter epen the cxccmtive hen ib 
ſays, % admit chere is a unf af Something of this Kind: 
but the ant lies chiefly: in the breaſts of thoſe who. walls 
to be put into the ſublime oſfice. Some of thoſe who ex- 
pect to be made biſhops of the ſecond creation, or genera. 
tion, experience a little of this u ant alſo; A few hkewdle, 
who may expect deaneries, or Who derive a-litde ſecond- 
hand advantage from the ee. of- theit lordſhi ps, ſoe 
a little into te want of ſometbing to give energy to our 
laws. No, doobt we ſhould experience energy on ſome: 
33 vun. a Vengeance. ; Wa poor «Fe TRI wa, 3 
[0 14 
Dane Deck,. 26th bung. 1756. 1 


After, theſe. ſentiments had awed whey b Gem chathante 


. 
er „ 6gn the 2% 42 laſt An 


uit 


ier Every impartial teader will be able to ju 
how far g | Genpliciey ns in the hearts of thoſe who 
can re y and deliberately ridicule. the leading men in 
the connexion, when they are not at a conference; but 
When they are preſent, debaſe themſelves to N that 
' * they ſhould think it an honour to waſh their ; 

I have only to add; if it were neee T could prove, | 
that a reat many of thoſe who ſigned this teſt act, bave 
a with equal warmth, — 7h to their abilities, 
againſt the very men they have praiſed in this paper 
ere is a God who loves truth, and he will bleſs all who 
In ene, = 


' 7 
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e the 10 Suodey miſoellancou odio with 


— 9 — c.“ we have 
8 prove that Methodiſm, 
on —5 — is verging - fad to abſolute monarchy.— 


'The power given to the . in 
\ genera), . the particular caſe of Mr. Mather, "convince 
every impartial obſeryer, that — — preachers are 
determined to keep as moch they can, and to 
rnle the connexion in union, das of this — che 
reins in ſafety, und govern the people alone. I have no 
inc liuatian to examine minute ly every thing which they have 
done: Let bim that runs, read in their minutes the truth 
of what I have aſſerted. There arc two or three paſſages 
ia their addreſſes to America and Ireland, &c. that deſerve 
our ſerious attention. 

In their aildrefs - dv. the havpiioas conferences; we have 
theſe words :“ Our conference has been wouderfully 
overſhadowed by the Spirit of God. We have rene wed 
- 6ar: covenant with the Lord: Rs Oy ſigned our 
rules of doctrine aud diſcipline, declaring our approbation 
'of them, and in the preſeuce God to hold them 
' faſt with an inviolable atachmeat, and to fulfit them with 
- zeal.” —— Whatever © overſhadowi rey le of of the Spirit were 
' manifeſt in the conference,” very little of this r in 
the: ſerinons which 


8 ee ar exiting d 2 | 


might be made manifeſt, 


ONE mm 
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ad ſuch a dodferente for vate converſation, was l 
known before in Leeds. would it have been had 
they rene wed their covenanc. with God. It is one thing to 


profeſs a great deal, and another thing to prove the ſiucèrity 
of our proſeſion. Have the tempers and conduct of many 
preachers ſinee they left — that they have re- 
newed their covenant with G 


doctrine and diſcipline, dectaring. our approbation of them, 


and engaging in the preſence of God to bold them faſt with 
an inviolable attachment, and to folfl them with zeal,” 


when the. are- only words of courſe. Dare any preacher 


lay his han »on his heart and appeal to God be is thus 
determined, as it refers to the large minutes ? Thore ure 


lo many mental reſervations, and explicatibns to ſoſtem or 
remove the force of the rules, that the ſenſe of them is one 


thing to preachers, and to the peaple another. For inſlance, 


If Mr. Bradburn, the ſecretary, were to ſup out t a night, 


and ſtay from his family later than nine belock, and) Were 


he to drink any ſpirits in that time, without their Being 


preſcribed by a phyciſian, he would break tw7o or 'tliree UF 
thoſe laws, which he“ declared his apprbbation of, ud 
chat he folemnly engaged in the preſence of Bod to hold 
. faſt.”* But were you to reprove him for hin conduct, would . 
he not either laugh at the rules, or tell you plainly they 
meant ſomething elſe? I would aſk the conference, if the 
rules of pacification have not been o 
Auguſt, at Neucaſtle- upon-Tyne, and æ diſtrict meetiag 
diſpenſed with this breach, 


y violated fince 


though many: of the members 
were at the preachers who engaged in the preſence 
of God to hold them faſt with inviolate attachment # *? 


attention. They ſay, In the midſt of all, we have ex- 


perienced ſome violent * nigh — fome 3 
who-under the pretence of liberty, (but in reality maki; 
it a cloak: for licentiouſneſs) and from the deſire of — 


the heads bf a party, endeavour to overturn” our itinerapcy = 


and4diſcipline, asd to deſt oy them root and branch. We 
may truly, in the proper ſcriptural ſenſe, apply thoſe words 
of the apoſtle to them, They went out from us, but they 


were not of us: for if they had been of us, they would ao 


doubt have continued with us: but chey went out that they 
that they were not all of us.. 
D 2 However, 
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? Has not the contrary. 
been manifeſt? What does it avail “ figuing rules of 


- 
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However, they have been but too ſucceſsfol. in drawing 
diſciples after them: and though they have deen ſowing 
the ſeeds of diſcord ſor two years paſt, their plan has been 
. but juſt brought to maturity; and they are now exertin 
themſelves to the ut moſt af their powers, to ſcatter and 
deſtroy the flock. But we have a full confidence, that the 
Great Governor of the church is on our fide; and if fo, 
bo can be againſt us? Nevertheleſs it is our duty to uſe 
, every. prudential means to ſtem the torrent, as well as pray 
mightily to God for his aſſiſtan ce. 

* — paſſa ge I ſhall make the following remarks : 
1 7 he * mm have unebriftianed all wo eave them. 
- 4 be text they qudte, they ſay, Is applied in its proper 
and ſeriptural ſenſe: If this be true, 2 —— — 
by poerites, and therefore have gone out from them that we 
might be made maniſett to the world. The plain gramma- 
tical ſenſe of their Heads us to conſider, that the 
conference firmly believed that all wha. have left then, 
never were chriſtians; What ſort of charity muſt. they 
Poſſeſo, ha can thus apply the ſcriptures to thoſe Wh 
; refuſe to walk anytlonger with them ? 2. They repreſent 
us as barefaced tes We only pretend liberty as a 
cloak for licentinufneſi, that we may be able to accomplith 
dur purpoſe. I would:afk the conference and all the world, 
whether we are eneburaging licentiouſneſs or not, in any 
of our meaſures ? We have been, and. ſtill are ſtriving to 
| thediberty of the:goſpel; and to deliroy prieft craft 
in all its branches among the Methodiſts, 3. We are 
charged with attempting to be heads of a party, and 
- * endeavouring to overturn our itiaeraneꝝ root and branch. 

So für from tlus being the caſe, we are Uriving to eftablith 
a plan that wilbnot admit of any head but Chrift, - Lordſhip, 

or headſhip, will be diſcarded by us, We ſhall be bre. 
thren: And inſtead of. ſeeking to deſtroy itinerancy and 
diſeipline root and branch,“ we are ſeeking to eſtablich 
both ona ſcriptural, rational foundation.” 4. We are 
rtepreſenied as enerting aurſelves to © the utmoſt of cur 
powers to ſcatter and deſtroy the Rock.” This charge 15 
extremely uncharitable. We are ſttiving to feed the lock, 
arid to ſave the world. God is witneſs, and our people 
alſb, that we are endeavouring to feed the lambs and ſheep 
of Chriſt; and to hring ſinners to repentance. 5. We arc 
conſidered as having been ſowing the ſeeds of diſcord 


for 


4 
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for two years, ànd of being too ſuoceſsfal. Many pieces 
have been circulated, ſhowing the real ſtate of the con- 
nexion, and endeavouring to enlighten the minds af the 
people, that they may underſtand the ſituation of our affairs. 
This is a crime the papiſh prieſts could never forgive. And 
all who have popery in any ſhape or form in their ſyſtem, 
always repreſent the perſons who oppoſe their meaſures, as 
ſowers of diſcord among brethren. Whenever truth pre- 
rails againſt error, and the minds of the people are enligb- 
tened, they will not bear the yoke any longer. While 
their oppteſſors cry out, the ſoers of diſcord have been 
too ſucceſsful ;“ they will praiſe God for burſting their 
bonds and ſetting them free; 6. They ſeem full of confi- 
dence that the Governor of the church is/00-their ſide: and 
atk, „If fo, who can be againſt us Af the Lord:Fehovah 


be with you, why are you ſo much afraid? If you can 


prevail with him to help in barridg the dars of yuur diſtrict 
meetings and conferences againſt your followers; and to 
throw a veil of ignorance over their minds, inſtead of 
pouring a flood of light from the tkies upon them, then you 
have reaſon to hope that your ſyſtem will ſtand. But if 


he be a God of truth, and hates ſeerech, hypocriſy, and 


impoſitioa, depend on it, whatever to Mood, hay, 
and ſtubble in your ſyſtem will be conſumed. The Gewer- 
not of the church has ſaid “ Be not mauy maſters, for ane 
is your maſter, even Chriſt, and ye ate brethren.“ He 
ſpeaks agaiaſt prieſtly pride, undue power, ſeercy, &. 
t yog mean to have him on aur ſide obey his voice, and 
then ** none ſhall harm you while ye follow: that Which is 
good.“ 7. They add, Neverthclaeſs at is out duty to uſe 
every prudential means to ſtem the torrent, as well ast 
pray mightily to God for his aſſiſtance.“ What is chis 
torrent they want to ftem } A torrent of light cireulated 


_ io tetters, pamphlets, &c,-4 torrent of enquiry, examina - 


ion, conviction, reformation, &c. which. ruſhes with ch 
ſorce upon many minds, that they cannot either gainſay wr 
reſiſt. Whatever prudential means may be uſed in future 
{ cannot tell. Bat thoſe which have already been uſed, 
only make the breach wider. Are reproach; calling 
12Ncs, taking away as much as poſlible their opponents 
charaQers, threatening, and expelling preachers and mem- 
bers for the crime of reading aud thinking for themielves, 


prudential meaus? It bas been for want of prudential 
. | | means 
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engage the Governor of the univer 
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means that the light has ſpread ſo gloribuſſy on every fide. 
The — taken to ſtem the torrent, have, under the b ng 
of God, been productive of good to thouſands. Mighty 
prayer in a good cauſe, avails much with God. But the 
- prieſts of Baal, with all their crying and cutting themſelve; 
could not preſerve their craft. The God of heaven was 
-apainft them, and therefore their prayers could not avail. 
Fall the preachers in the old connexion, with all that are 
- influenced by them, were to do nothing but pray mighti! 
"to God,” they could not ſupport their preſent ſyſtem. — 
God himſelf cannot be impoſed upon even by prayer. 
Wat can the Almighty think, When he ſees a number ot 
- priefts ſweating in mighty prayer, nat to ſave fouls, 0: 
to cane the truth to - ſpread, but to prop up a ſyſtem of 
corruption, that they may play upon the paſſions of his 
«eveatures, and ſopport cheir craft by impoſition? Will he 


trete out his hand to help ſuch woorcby divine; or will be 


laugh at their mummery, and have them in deriſion? 
| When Mr. Mather and others, have been preſſed wit! 


aatgument in teaders' meetings, and in other places, the) 


have cried out, inſtead of anſwering their opponents, Let 


us pray.“ Aud before the friends knew what they were 


bot, they have been engaged in this work. It ſeem: 
- tis mighiy prayer is to anſwer arguments on earth, an 
| | 2 fide in tbe 
5 heavens, While tur reign of popery continued ir theſc 
nations, the people would have conſide red this as the eſſence 
A But we conſider it as the eſſence of prieſt- craft, 
nnd ate not aſraid of its inſuencetee . | 
The Methodifts' in America may believe ſuch reports, 
vand be impoſed upon for a feaſon, but God will not ſuffe: 
them to remain in darkneſs. They have already begun 
to enquire aſter our affairs in England, and will, in die 
time, be blefſed with that liberty which belongs to then 
in Chriſt jeſus. Their ſyſtem of church government is not 
ſuperior to dure. They have two archbiſhops, and a 
number of ruting biſhops over the diſtricts or circuits. Ie 
lower orders of preachers and the people in general, are in 
ſuch a prieſt · rĩdden Rate, as would make even an European 
complain. When one the darkneſs paſſes away from that 
people, and the light of life ſhines more gloriouſſy among 
them, they will enjoy the privileges Which belong to 
ausdem ns the followers of Chriſt, and! cheir juſt rights as 
Americans, ; Gl The 


were conſidered av the excellent o 


[43 } 
The following paragraph is taken from the addrefs of the 


Leeds conſerence, held in 1797, to the Iriſh preachers, — 
„We thank you for ſympathiaing with us on account of 
the contentions which have ſo injured our connexion. The 


Lord has been with us, and over-ruled all for the beſt. A 


_ diviſion! has taken place; but in the gentleſt manner we 


could expect: only three travelling preachers have left vs ! 
We ſhall loſe all the turbulent diſturbers of our Zion—all 
who haye embraced the ſentiments of Payne, and place a 
great deals of their religion in contending for (what they 
call) liberty. The vine which the Lord has planted among 
as with his own right hand, needed to pats through this 


pruning and purgation, A: the ſame time all our Wateh- 


fulneſs and diligence ſhould be employed, that the wheat 
may not be deſtroyed with the tares. For the loſs of the 
latter we have rea ſon to be thankful to God And we truſt 
and believe that he will preſerve our dear faithful brethren 


from all tho attacks of Saum and his emſfarles The 


Captain of our ſalvation is ſtionger thaw the demon of 
diſcord, and he will in his god ume: drive him back 
the hell from whenee he chm.“ 


% 
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as turbulent diſturbers of Zion s diſciples of Payne Las 
acting under the influence of the devil - and placing a great 
part of theit religion in eontending for liberty. Did that 


charity that thinketh. no evil dictate this Ne 2» Phou- 


ſands, who have united together in the New Itinerancy, 
have ornamented their profeſſion for a number of years. 
While they were fabje&io —— to the preachers, they 
the earth. They now 
are 'living to che, glory of God, and walking worthy of 


cheir great vocation. If , Jeſus Chriſt have any wheat ba 


earth, they are à part of it. They have rrfuſed to place 


| —— faith in their teachers, and deſpiſed the doctrine of 


ve obedience, and none reſiſtance. They law fully con- 


tended for their privileges while united with the old conſe - 
rence, and when they could not prevail, they quietly 
withdrew, and joined the new connexion: - Th. 
neither diſeovered turbulent tempers, nor à turbulent con- 
duct. Happy a 
ſay the fame! Iuſtead of diſturbing the true Zion of G, 
they have only diſturbed the minds of choſe preachers who 


They have 


would it be for their brethren if they could 
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determine to lord it over the conſciences of the ſocieties, 
and ſuch of their friends as they inſlaence. They are not 

the diſciples of any man but the followers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Inſtead of ſpending their tune with politics, their buſineſs 
is to glorify (vod and find their way to heaven. They 
realy believe; God will not ſuffer them to be hurt by the 
power of any oppreſſor. If nations; want reforming be can 
_ raiſe up inſtruments to do it. Their -ba6neſs is with the 
| n that part of it to which they belong. 
inſtead of acting under che inſloence of the de vil, they are 
guided by the beſt of motives, and are led by the beſt of 
Spirits. The demon of diſcord does not influence their 
meaſures, hut the Word and Spirit of God. They will 
- Kand che teſt of the ſevereſt examination. 

2. The preachers | lain that the connexion has been 
injured by contentions. That the minds of many have been 
- aghtaged, we readily allow. The people were ſtartled. — 
Their paſiions were wrought upon by different means: Ani 
they were warned agninit reading or thinking upon the dif- 
fexeat ſubjects offered for their examination. Many obeyed 
the voice of their teachers, and not only refuſed to enquire 
themſelves, byt reproached and.perſecuted thoſe whodeter- 
. mined to prove all ching. So far from the connexion being 
12zared in reality, We believe it will be canfiderably helped. 
The preachers wili-be to emulation, and the peo 
ple may become more ſiacere. If there is any injury done, 
however, we are the innocent cauſe. It is the violent op- 
| —— that <ruth hath met with, which has done the injury 
We are ſonocent of conſ which have followed the 

me aſures of individuals, and the conference. N 
3. Why do the preachers complain of injury to ihe gon- 
nexion, hen they declare the vine which the Lord hath 
plented with his own right hand, needed to paſs through this 
pruning aud purgation? Since, according to their own. 
declarations, they have only loſt the: turbulent diſturbers of 
Zion —tbe tates of the field the diſciples of Tho; Payne, 
. & it not extremely ridieulous for thein to complain ? Ought 
they not to ſet apart a day af thankſgiving for this Joſs; as 
- they did wo years ago, when they had made a peace with 
- the London Trafices, by paying the epence o the ſat on 
both fides? They tell us, has over- ruled all for. the 


beſt.— they bleſs him for che loſs of the tares, and yet act ſo 
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inconfiftently, as to complain of injury done to the con- 
nexion, and call upon their brethren to uſe prudential means 
to ſtem the curtent, and to pray mightily to Cod that he 
may interpoſe and ſave them ! If chey do not grofoly con- 
tradict themſelves in a number of inſtances, and att extreme- 
ly inconſiſtently, we are greatly miſtaken. 2 have not 
only cauſe to be. thank ful for the diviſion itſelf, 

manner of it— They ſay; It was the gentleſt they. coul 
expect. — only chree travelling preachers —— leſt chem.” 


Now when the tares are removed—the turbulent. diſtarbers 


of Zion gone—the diſciples of Thomas Payne withdraws, 


Kc. in the gentleſt manner that could be expected,“ Why 


ſhould a word of complaint be found i their convexlation9r 
writ) ? * 1 by 10 424 * 11 W362 Nauen 

4. It appears they are confident the Captain o Salvation 
is on their fide; While they aſe all their watchfulneſs 
and diligence” to preſerve, the wheat (chat is, fuck as. cou- 
tinue in ſociety with them for the ret, by their,awn de- 
clarations, are all tates) they hope God will preſerve not 
only the connexion ia England, but their dear faithful 
Iriſh brethren, from Satan and all his emiſſaries“ Should 
any perſon attempt to ſhew the: Iriſh, Methodiſts that they 
are oppreſſed with a refined. ſyſtem of popery; Nhile they 


r 


live in the midft of proſeſſed papiſts, e auld be conſidered = 


as an emiſſary from hell, by, the preachers of the laſt con 
ference. It ſeems they gon beyond the mſelyes in gxgecta · 
tion. They are confident that che * demon of diſtord, in 


the Lord's good time, will be driven back to hell, from 


whence he came.“ Now, as all that have left their con- 
nexion, and joined the New Itinerangy;. acgording to their 
own declarations, are partakers of this demon of diſcord, 
their expreſſions lead us to infer, that they bope we ſhall all 
hs driven to hell for oppoſing them. Perhaps they did not 
ſuppoſe their words would naturally lead to this concluftqn, 
—Oar charity will not admit of the hortid thought, that 


they wiſh us to be damned. But as we are only © tarec— _ 


turbulent difturbers of Zion—poſſeſſed of the demon of dif- 
cord,” we muſt go to hell ſooner or later, unleſs a glorious 
change be wrought in us. And as they have little hope of 
our being ſubje to them in future, who can tell bow far 
their thoughts may lead them on this ſubjeQ? We earneſt] 
with and pray for their ſalvation; and hope God will bleſs 
them here, and blefs them for ever. | 
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F. It ſeems extremely. na d6- e 


rs may be awakened "R (vs. If wiſhing chat 
1 baniſhed — Mete 
conſequences, may ceaſe for 
will — attend all mar- 
"kind be & 4 we * — , and glo dur guilt. We 
ore ovr king and co We NA ſubmit to th 
'aw.—We ſeek and pray for the 4 of theſe nations. 
And we reſolve to lead a quiet and peaceable Iiſe in all d- 
"00h een. There are thouſunds in the Old 
ofthe ſame mio and ſpirit. They are as much the 
diſc: gs. of Mr; Payne as we are. Pe two thirds of 
the conference are che ſame in ſertiment- and on, 
878 they bold out different coloure now, that they want 
to ont the ſecular arm os. God is pur _ 
polities are not our-ebjedt, any. ſarther than they ar 
connected with += payne They are never —5 
are hardy. ever named in private cou- 
0 2 2 dot afraid bf having all our conda®t e- 
— phe an 2 or number of magiftrates.— 


that war, with all its It 
ever, and that peace 


ry/againſt:os. While they have recourſe. 


f reproach and perſecution; we have -recanrſe to 
. to caſt-our ſoul and our 


eg his ed. We fear no evil, becauſe God iz with 
His red aud his Haff comfort u. We bleſs him for his 
e and gut che Captain of our ſalvation with us. We 
adore him for counting vs worthy to ſuffer for his fake. To 
mim we commend (ourſelves and our cauſe, not coating * "I 
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ſome reply. We chu aſſute aut Friends, that controverſy is a» palnful 
us, a3 it cun be to them. Ia ſome cafes, however, 8 de diſpenſed 
with. We hope yezceably to purſue our hos gh Aur? wry with all dur heart, 
ty keep the — of the ſpirit, in the bond We are now a 
oiſtinct peop the Old Cunne sion, as t _ to 1 2 1 on: 
church Aab, and the management of temporal alfairs:; But it is 
duty and privilege to love them in che bonds of the golpel, and to 
e e If we de this 2 far as.we cat confitent 


God will be glorified, and our own. Kats poet i 


— 2 | 


It may ens ſtrange to mony, thet the very perſons we keve taken 

counſel -with fo often, ſhould be the firſt 10 

> uncommon. bitterneſs and wreth, and ſeem as though Ao 
their being angry at us, is an acc ſacriſice to pay hae A 

are deceived. you ſappoſe we are leaving the good old way, and a 

into by-paths.... en ſubwir'to 'exaMhine. apa vn nor will thoy 

read any hng tht is calculated to open their e yo. cy-doole +» in 

with indignation that Giſcovers nay 'defectein 2 k is in vain to 

reaſen with W iber heve learned a few common-place af iage Wow. 

&fferent quarters, and af not give them up, . Inftead of attempting to 


fay,—** The cauſe has flouriſhed for above fixty yes is now more 
proſperous than any connexion in the worlds None ever that left 
the Metbodiſt— All that wiſh an alteration in the affairs of Methodiſm, 
are enemies to the King and Conſtitution They have wor” ens. 1M 
and are turbutent, reſtleſi diſturbers of Zion, c. Kc. 

any thing facther, to bring con viction to your conſcience 


wrong, 2 little re and perſonal abuſe, with threatenings et ny 
will do, or. — ne; what God will do, en the whole. 35 


and perſecuted by them, let us bear it as permitted of God, for our i 

ment in our way to heaven, If we guard againſt tempers and diſpoſitions 
contrary r r 
ern 
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reproach us. 3 N 5 


move that the evils do not exiſt, which we complain o, yon beat them 
kl 


Let vs determine to act a different part. IF ve are reproached, reviled, 


of our bleſſed 3 . ornament our chriſttaa 
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